


- traffic vias cxchanged with OKH, but he had

2. TOP SECRET -

RETORT ON INTZRROGATION OF OBERREGIERUNGSRAT 1-13{01“%

ROHEN, HEAD OF ANGLO-AMERICAN SBCTION OF OK://CHI, {L

BERLIN ON 25TH SEFPTZLBIR, 1946, BY IR, K.L. PERRIN
AND LIEUT. MARY C. LANE.

i if/Chi i the beginning of the
"N joined OKW/Chi as & clerk in 1921 and by :
e / 10-U.8. Referat, with the rank of

war hod risen to be head of the Ang ’ ; it
Oberregierungsrat. He was borm in Riga of a German father :nd n{nzgciﬁe mothe
He is a Catholic, non-Nazi, and stated that he hoped to figh .agale e
Russians. Since the wer, he has becn working as a gardener in zgm Io.f L
employment, He is of unprepossessing appearance, o.nd'seemg ‘tc;o <] i
powered intellect. He stoted that he had had no previous interrog )
although in May 1945 he was overrun by the RussianSe

pooples At the begiming of the var,

1921 /chi sisted of 15-20 !
Lehame Mo by 1945 this had rison to 35

ROHEN vas in charge of about 12 pcople,

He vwrotc dovm the following as the only codes rcad by his scction during
the war :=

British: G.T.C.

Trish G.T.C. With letter substitution.
American: W.D.Telegraph Code.

Green Codecs

Gray Codc.

Brown Codc.

A3 with letter bigram substitutions

¢l vith letter bigram substitution.

Military Intelligence Code with letter substitution.
iilitary (2 Attache) with letter substitution.

Strip systcm.

He remembercd the following capturcd matcrial :-

British: R. Codes,
L-figurc subtractor tables.
(5150}
Various commercial codes,
411 from the Consulate at Bergen.

American: Brovm Codc.
Gray Code.
A3 Code, all from the Japanecscs
Militery Intelligence Codcs.
Attache Code; both from the Italians,

British Cyphers: ROHEN insistcd that G.T.C. was the only Britis
rea.c?. by OKVM/Chi, and that sccret diplomatic mnessages passcd irbxr fw.chlnclzl z:dzn
l.y-f:.gurc sx.zbtractor Systcms vwierc nover solved. Thoy had attempted to break
into thfz ?1gurc traffic by vwriting messages out in depth, but never achicvecd
any positive rosults, in the last two ycars, the same key was never uscd z\o
and no f\:rtl}c{' investigations werc made, He lmew that the Tuftwafs c e
golved a British figurc subtractor system, but OKW had never succccdidhﬂd
.

He remembered traffic prefixed :
messages With profix INTER, ho said IGIT and PRODROME.

traffic, but it had never been solved,

When asked about '
there had been a good dcal of such '

They had tried to Wwork on the cap

; : aptured moterial, but
mossogen o 834t moerporing tabios; e mosssbiron. p e o
e a.n(,l i as..not awarc thot any had been received fron 1-.hgf it

KBTT WER were the only people to hove dealings with Ja Paflapﬂnosei
He had heard of Inter-Departmental Cypher, but knew nothi.
E e e o e T e

ought it mi i

ght be an f“-ﬁwmca‘n Systom{me 3 hB

Fleaso tur oyey
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He had no recoollcction of British doublc transposition but sa:Ldti':th had
wiorked on American double transposition with no succcsSe Theysomc? inﬁ;ssagos
deoyphered traffic on Bentley's Code, bub WiEyidaso alvays cormncgclz.cv e
of no intcrest; hc was unavarc that Bentley's had over been usced JE

No messages of a sceret or tactical naturc vcrc cCver passcd ox;f(}ftlc‘.g;; and.
he could romember no highlights; he maintaincd, however, th?t tra blf T ot
worth decyphering for the sake of background. —He rOmOIffDOI‘OCL,’ ’ih"t C_ﬂg. b
ver they had begun to Solve & douth ifrican c?dcbook, \'liLth. prv:;;x 'o;:.L: ;’xzd :
progress Wes madc, but thore vias little meterial, and the viork Was aroppCte

imericon Cyphers; The most important success of his scction wa_s“tl.lcn
solution of thng.D_.- Militery Atteche system, which Vas used by ‘th‘J-.D.lltLJIy
Attache of Cairo until 1943. nTn 1942, Chi rcceived from thQ.I'bD.llC\nS th(*,hi o
Military Intclligence Codc and Attachc Gode with some recyphering tablos, whiot
changed at first cvery two months ~nd latcr at shortcr intervals. The m«'_}:Ln
traffic was betweon Cadro and the Wer Department at Weshington. In 2=l vccks
wic succceded in breaking the new tables, S0 that the Military Attache rOp?rts
on the North African campaign could be read currcently, until this systom Vas
replaced by a cypher machine, The V.N7s wero sont as quickly as possible
(by telephone) to larshal ROMMEL!.

The Military Attache Gode was used from 1919 until 1940, but messages Werce
alvays unimportants Tho strip system Was solved by FRANZ in HUETTENHAIN'S
scetion, and ROHEN mercly handled the decodingy it was solved when the same
strips werc sent to different places, or When they were carclessly uscd. They
also rcad a system with ten bigrem substitution tables, which used a ncw table
after cvery 20-25 letters, Thoy had moxrc success with American than with
British diplomatic cyphCrs.

llachines: ROHEN had never becen inside HUETTENHAIN'S machine section, but
bolicwod That the British machinc was never solved cither by OKW or OKH, although
he would not swear that an occasional success might not have been achicved under
favourable circumstances, They did not solve the American electrical machine.
They wiorkcd on these machines in (‘?) 19)2-1943, but he thinks that he would have
heard if they had becen successful, and that decyphered traffic would have congc
to hin for issuinge He did not know HARMS, and thought that nothing had been
capturcd in North Africa. L British machinc without wheels was capiured, ho
thought, &t Bergen, and HUETTENHAIN rwst have used this in his attcmpts to
breok traffic; souc messages might have boen read, but he would certainly have
known about any currcnt succcss.

He knew nothing about Sccret Teleprinters; he remembercd the nauc Inigme,
and thought it might have becen used by the Germens.

There was a scction in OKW/Chi working cxclusively on .igents' traffic, and
the hced of this scction was an Austrien Obcrregicrungsrat; he knew nothing
about their work; but he know that the work of the Polish Scction on London-
Warsaw traffic was considercd very important.

Asked obout OSCHMANN, he said that he was the Head of the Departuent

1932~1936, but he did not know what had becormc of hir. i AGEN
vas a vitness ot NUREMBERG. 1 Sl

They had exchanged all their results with the Forei i
: eign Office, b ki
ﬁthcr dcparf:mon’c. ZASTROW was his opposite in the For%rjign off;::c uzr;élth 5
ad also tmcc} to l.::rcak PRODROME messeges in the carlicr days; gf{;c nZASTROW
nonths, he had achicved some rosults, but ncver had any posit:‘i‘.vo suczezgveral

Although ROHEN vas very vaguc in his ;

rc
gc?nc?rally unsatisfactory, intcrrog i
hiding the truth. It secms like
subjccts not concerncd with the w

N an-d thO intCIT b
ators had no rcason to Suspccto-%htlon vias

1y that he was given vo i
T, fono
ork of his own scction, ¥ Little infornation on

ROHEN has now returncd %o gardening,
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