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TSECRET . L e Seohe 07" Team 5 Report

THE S CHLIERSER . PROJECT ~
"I, PUREOSE, AND JOURNEY T0 THE SITE °

. y . NPt : ,

The prlnclpal m1531on of TICOM Teem 5 was to' recover the’ archlve ,
of OKW/Chl, ‘considered on good ev1dence to have been dumped in‘late April
or early May into the Schliersee, -2 small lake' 1n Bavarla, approx1mately
25 km.- south .of Rosénheim." (For brlef history; see TIOOM “8ituation: .

. Reports 1, 12 and 14=-19). Previous 1nformat10n from mémbers * of. TICOI
Teams 4 and- 6 (Cee Final Report ‘of Team'k, pagés 8-11, 18-21) had “led

- TICOM to put in’a’request for divers to ‘the appropriate’ authoritises on.
21st July 1945, ‘but the urgency: of the projeot was very much - strengthened
e few: days’ later, when members of the Third U,S. "Arny, dragglng ‘thé lake
. for the body of a drowned soldier, recovered a box of the archives.

This box was in due course forwarded'to TICOM by G-2 via S.I.D., USFET;
in the meantime TICOM Team 5, consisting of Lieutenant Talbot-Ponsonby,
R.N,V.R., and Lieutenant Fehl, U.S, Army, took off from Croydon at 0900
on the 4th of August, in order to be on the spot in the event of further
recoveries, They arrived at the town of Schliecrsee, beside the lake,

on Auguut 8th hav1ng spent the 1ntorvening tlme as follows

They v131tcd Parls in order to- report to Colonel Cook Ruosoolshelm
for-discussion with Captain Lively (TICOM Liaison Officer .at Signals. 5
Seclirity Detachment 'D' ); and Frankfurt for Ocoupational.Area clearance:
from FIAT, as well as for dctalled discussion with Lieutenant Commander
Burton and Lieutonant Canby, U.S, Navy, and with Major Bundy (TICOM, '
S.I.D. USFET). - They discussed’the details -of the projected diving,
and they had to consider that thc ‘reported depth of the lake -was- 60
meters; that this depth, as pointed out in a 31bnnl from Colonel Cook,
would call for a- deoompress1on chanber that this device could work for
not more than 45 mlnutes ‘atTa time] ﬂnd ‘that in accordance with Colonel
Cook‘s signal, the depth should be resurveyed, - Lieutenant: Colonel
Grondeh, of G-2, was especially helpful in Frankfurt in getting the
entipgs Poan L, (nm! auyomxtno toirncluds Onptais Parrisker of Dehioohment
MDYt dr"vezs, Jeop, an@ie trailer) into an. cerly. pJuﬂU T o
Holzklrdbon (south of Munlch) .on the mornlng of: August 7th

_— From Holzklrohon the Team proceeded overland to Camp Goulette jw=u
'(near Rosenheim), -H.Q. of. Signnl Inteclligence Battalion: (3rd Army Pro- -
visional)... Licutenant Silber, S-2. of,the Battallon, who.had -been doing
what he, could to round up prlsoners in the arca for. TICOM, made’ arrange-h
ments for thc Team 'S oommunlcatlonu to Dotachnont ’D' Co

e It was thon necesoaxy for Lleutonant Talbot—Ponsonby, Lleutenant_
Fehl, and Captain: Farrlcker to drive to 3rd Army. Intelligence Center )
at Frelslng for clearancc for the 3rd. Army. Area. - This excursion hndﬁ
the further value of a oonvcrsatlon with liajor: Dlgges, Enemy Documentf¢,
Sectlon, who gave the Teem a report on Schliersee written by a. German
-diver employed there shortly after the recent dragging. . - This diver
had - gone down 30 feet. e reported bad conditions and a "mlttlcre 2
Tiefe!, of 60 meters. .. 5¢ POt ,,,,,4 R N T N
On August 8th Team 5 v151ted 3rd Army H Q.,_and obtalned from
Licutonant Colonel Fraser of the Engineers a. promlse thnt he would
help sound the lake The Team then went. dlreotly to- Schllersee
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II. PRELIEINARIES, FE&ST'STAGE, AUGUS Bth - 18th’

EY

The flrst place the Team v181tcd at Schllersee was Sohloss
Freudenberg, occupied at.the timé by 'A' Battery of the 575 Antl—Alrcrait »
. Artillery, at the northern end of the.lake. The box recovered in the

- dragging had come from this end, and the shore was still- llttered with -
radios' and teleprlnters as well as with a few papers having the
appearance of low=-grade intercept forms. No operations had been under-.
. taken since the Germen diver's visit, and the Teanm's principal concerns
were to get effective opérations started and to get themselves locally
established. . Captain Farricker accordlngly obtained from Captain e
Lovitt (C.O. of 'A! Battery) what later proved to be a valuable and
“accurate Gennan map of the lake, with soundings” clearly marked _
Iieutenants qubot—Ponsonby and Fehl arranged billets and mess with
Captain thermott Commander. of* the 30th Field H05p1tal ‘Unit in
Schliersee; and.Captain FarricKer returned to’ Carp Goulette to take up
his quarters. w1th Lieutenant Silber. - This divided- billeting arrangement
‘was thought to be the best, since communications were arranged through

Llcutenant Sllber, ana 51nce somebody -had to stick w1th the job at the

On August 9th, Team 4's efforta t0. trace Dr. Schaedol of OKW/Ch1
were followed up by an enqniry at C.I.C., which produced no results. _
' Lieutcnants, Talbot-Ponsonby and Fohl then set about dragging the lake-
for the archives dt the foot of" the 1andsllde on the west bank, about
three quarters of a mile from Freudenberg. They very nearly raised-
sometning severgl tlmes, butLin each case thc object whatever. it was,

was too heavwy to be brougnt o the surface wlthout the a;d ‘of fiirther
gear.

On Frlday, August 10th the onglneers arrived to take soundlncs
The German map proved accurate. The deepest part, ‘about 120 feet, was
. in the middle, . Dcpths 1n the two' operatlonal areas, however, ranged
from 20 to 50 feet : :

On Monday, August 13th Commander Tyler, C O of a U.S. NaVy d1v1ng
unit at Le Havre, visited the lake and made a general survey = depth '
- bottom, and temperature.  In his opinion, diving operations would not

be difficult; nor did he think the Navy need handle the job.  In the:
two operatlonal dreas - i.e, off: ‘Freudenberg and of f the landslide -
the Army pier englnocrs from Le Havre oould cope - L

After the Naval survey, Captaln Farrlckor left on the 14th for
Frankfurt; "in accordance with hlS orders,, and in accordance w1th his,
Lieutenant Talbot—Ponsonby left for UK. three dqys later, travelllng ~
-~ by plane from Munich. - This left Lleutennnt Fehl as”TICOM represen-
tative in charge at Schliersee, where he was Joined by Captain Farrlcker
on the 18th,,who returned from Frankfurt to stay until d1v1ng operatlons
had’ been conpleted

F’d

III. PRELIMINARIES,'SECOND STAGE, AUGUST 18th - SEPTHUBER 10th

Operations, as 1ndloated by Captaln Farrlcker on his return, were"
. to begin soon. . The ‘'Fremdenheim Flor¢lle' in Schliersee was therefore
reserved On Sunday, August 26th, four N.C,0.s from the 86th Heavy .
Pontoon Engineers arrived and were . housed. thero, mness belng arranged
with 'A' Battery at Freudenberg. - They brought three heavy pontoons -
‘'with them on trucks, and with the help of 40 members of 'A' Battery and
a orane, launched the pontoons, set up a raft, and fixed outboard
motors to it. It was * hoped that the Pontoon Englneers would stay
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_untll tho end of operatlons and help generally, but thcy were. called '

away on Septaber 5th for redeploynent to the States. They took their .
trucks ‘with themn, but left the pontoons and outboard notors to be .,
picked up after they had served their purpose.” Naumes of* the enginccrs
wagre: Sgt. Walczak T/5 Rizzo, T/5 Wykoff ‘and T/S Tuten - g ‘

In the meantlme, Llcutennnt Leland and A Sut Daves of ‘the - 1051st
Construction and Repair Group (Arayv. Pier EnqlanIS) had arrived-in

~-Schliersce on Sunday, September 2nd. - Thcy had been 4 days on the

road frou Le Havre, where “they had been carrying out d1v1ng operations.
for some time. The rest of the party was. due’ later. Like the B}
Pontoon Engineers, they. were ioused in the: 'Frendenhe i Florelle' ard

_obtalncd meals from 'A' Battéry. -The next day Lieutenant Leland took .
&’ survey of the equipment at hand and’sent a; signal to Colonel Mortin

at Le Havre, listing the equipment still needed.  On Sunday, September
9th, the rest of the party, consisting of T/Sgt. Sonnengren, T/5 Cebula,

/5 Butler, and Pfc. Pugilise, arrived in Schliersee-with the necessary

equipment, ‘and received quarters and ratlons with the others. Of the
group, 1i/Sgt. Daves and T/S t. Sonnengren were to do the diving: Both -

- had considerable c1v111an, as well as Army, experlence in -this cepacity.

Ordinary. divers' helsets ond suits were to be used. They did not have

: ! . .
a duc0mpr9551on chaiber, since there was no possibility of operational

" depths exoeeding 100 feet. Work was to be limited to the areas at

. Freudenberg and the landslide, since they were the only places that -

could be pin-pointed as likely. Lieutensnt.leland said that an
observation chamber would be necessary for a corplete undcrwater :

' survey of the lake.l

IV. RECOVERY OF THE ARGHIVES, SEPTHMBER 11th - 20th

After sctting up the equlpment on the raft on Monday, d1v1ng

A opcratlons began on Tuesday, September 11th and ended the next londay,

Septerber 17th. - The first area worked was the place in front of

. Freudénberg, where ‘the two previous boxes had been obtained. - The

raft was anchored about 100 fcet from the shore, where the deep water

" suddenly began, The water between the shore and the raft was only ..
" about’ 3 feet deep; then a’steep slope which brought the water to a
~ depth of between 40 and 50 feet. Diving conditions were not so good

as had been expected, since the divers had: to wade in a rud botton -more
-than knee deep. The water, while not uuddy, was not clear, and
objgcts were nqt easily discernible.on the bottom. Many boxes were -

" almost completely buried in mud.  All in all, 28 boxes of OKW/Chi

docunents and effects were obtalned from this 1ocat10n, where the
divers covered an area of approxXimately 450 x 100 feet. The boxes
were . found in an area of about. 100 x'50 feet within the area explored.
iost of the material was found below the slope, in from 30 to 5C feet
of water. To judge from the divers' description, the¢ Gemmans ‘had
done a. rush Jjob of dumping, probably from boats, and the: findings
fairly well substantiated the account glven by OKW/Chi personnel in
TIccm/I 85, Para 5 d. SR

The socond area explored, that by the landslldc, produced no

_Signal Intclllgence material, . Seven.boxes were recovered from this
. . arep, after the divers had COmbed it thoroughly. - A cursory exami-

‘nation revealed docunents and eqplpment belonging to gan SS Artillerie.
Schule.. The area-covered was sout 300 x 100 feet. The water was L,
about 20 feet deep immediately off ‘shore and rapldly &ropped to a .

.depth of 50 or 60 feet. -It was not far out from here that. the
- . deepest part of the laké began.  The bottom, while’ it was not so
_muddy as the Freudenberg area, was littered with mortar and artillery

shells.  ..The .entire effects of .the SS Artillerie Sehule had appar-
ently been ‘duinped into the loke fran the shozre.. .-

1
/.
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In every instance.the material was lifted from the water by means
of a small handi crane which was fastened to the raft. From the raft
it was put into a boat ‘and taken to a convenient place on shore, where

" it was lifted to a 2% ton truck, taken to the Signal Intelligence

-Battalion at Camp Gouletts, and there stored and secured in a large .
vault, Many of thé 35 boxes were in unserv1oeable condition;, and by
the time they had been loaded into trucks .and out again, and carried

 to the voult, they were falling apart Five new and larger boxes
were therefore made at a’'nearby PAV camp, | and- the. contents of 17 un-
serv1geable ones were packed into them. The renainder, 18, were

- examined, and 2 of them, found to contain mere generators and no

- documents, discarded on the spct. The total haul was thus reduced to’

. 21 boxes, of which 5 were new -and strong, ' and of whioch the 16 were
then reinforced and sealed for tronsport. (In accordance with in-
structions received from TICOM, every effort was nade to get the . ‘
docunents back to U.K. as soon as they could be rpved and this with "~
o minimum anount of handling.  From the standpoint both of security
and of practicabillty, drying at the site was 1npossible ) -

" The haul was then dlsposed of as. follows. on Sunuay, September

16th, the 5 large boxes and 7 of the smaller ones were .sent by road
" to Dethchment 'D' at Ruesselshein with Lieutenants Bratton and Kelly
- of 5,I.D., USFET. On Wednesuay, 19th Septenber, the 9 remaining.
boxes were loaded into a 23 ton truck newly-arrlved frou Detachment
- 'D', and at 0730 on Septeﬁber 20th, Lieutenant Fehl end Captain

- Farricker were on thelr way to Ruesselshéinm with this final consign-
,nent They arrlveu there at 1730 and secured the entirc haul

" The tine 1nterven1ng at Schllersee between arrlvals end. depaxturee

of .trucks had been used to release the 'Frendenhelm Florelle' ‘the *
'pontoon equlpnent, and the divers.. L y e

7. TRANSPGRT TO U.K., SEPTESBIR 24th - OCTOBER 5th .

" On-Monday, 24th September, at Ruesselsheim, Lieutenant Feshl
opened all the boxes and made a furthér survey -of the contents. He
discarded 2 of the SS chests, not examined thoroughly before and now .
found to contain nothing but stones and artillery shell cross-sections.
Colonel Cook, eager to have the nmturlal rcach U,K. as quickly as

-possible, directed that the raaalnlng 19 boxes be weighed and measured
for air-shipment, and to this oonsignment he added one large chest and

“two mail bags, containing. doounents of TICO interest. Total space:
188 cubic feet. Total weight: 8162 lbs. Transport officinls at
Fleld Y-74 gave their. assurance that 2 C-47s could cope easily with
the heavy concentration of weight, and Lieutenant Whitney (Detachnent
'D' TICQM liaison offlccr) and Captain Harrison of Colonel Cook's "
office made the necessary arrangements., The planes took off’ from
Y-74 at noon on Friday, 5th October, landed at Poix, France, to await
notice of clearance of ‘an airfield in the London-Oxford area, where

‘bad weather was prevailing at the time, took off fron Poix at 1600

_.the same day, and arrived at Biggin Hill at 1715.  Captain Sarber,

" of Detachment 'D', and Lieutenant Fehl, TICC officer in charge, were-
‘the.two couricrs. Under Lieutenant Fehl's direction and cuspody,
Royal Navy trucks supplied by TICOM, and drivers supplied by the-
6813th Signal Detachment, U.K. Base, brought the haul fTon thc alrport

. to its destlnation.. -
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' TI—IE' CHIENSEE RUNMOUR

N Whilo Tean 5 was at Frei51ng, ajor Dlgges mentioned a rumour

~that documents were floating on the Chiemsee, No further information
could be obtained, however, since Captain Gerber, the only person, who
nmight give dofinite information about it, was away. On Friday, 10th * ~
August, Team 5 visited the Chiemsee arca to invecstigate on their .own.
‘They visited the S-2s of the various units stationed in-the area, but
. With no results. = The next morning, ‘after more fotile. inquiry, -
Lieutenant Talbot~Ponsonby phoned Major Dlggos, who said that there
. was nothing to substantiate tue runour ,5 .

' ‘.

mE'BADMBLING PRISON'GMMP :

[}
’

LA signal froin Lleutenant Coloncl Hiser at Detaohnent 'D', re001ved
on 'the 13th of August, asked for an immediate visit to the Bad Aibling
Transit PW Camp. Reason: Obérst Kettler had. stated that 21 Section -
" Heads of OKW/Chi, including such important personalities as Fenner,
Novopashni, Menzer, Wendland, Stein, Seifert, Franz, Rohen,-and‘Schaoael._
- had been under the. control of. Corps Group Bork at Weinenlinden; neaf"’ - .
" Bad Aibling, and were being held as prisoners there on July 19th. - On '
Tuesday, 14th August, Lieutenants Tplbot-Ponsonby and Fehl went to the.
camp there to investigate. A search through' the papers of some 2,000
nen whe hod been dicehsrged sincs thoi tine prodused no iuforantion, - B
The only p0881ble exception was a Paul Schaedel, Boanter in the Kriegs-

' marine, who had been dlsoharged on ‘6th August 19&5 "His home address '

"~ was Kiel 24, Hapsastr. 4. A visit to the cages produoed 1ittle more.
A muster was called at each caze by the Lagerfuehrer. - 1In the "Black - . -
List Cage" one of the P/Ws remembered a Stein who had been discharged to
- hospital. = -He was supposed.to have a good understanding of 'English. -
When asked what the man had done in the Amy, the P/M said he had worked
" in Nachrichten Aufklaerung,, and that he lived at-Bruttig bei Cochem,
mOuel,;and was the son=in-law of a wine merchant there, named Hess. -~ A o
search through the list of" newly-arrested prisoners produced the nawe o

Doering.  This name had a familiar ring and gave somé hope for the
" next dny. Doering, however, proved to be a Feldwebel in the Infantry,
‘not. the Wachtmeister Dr. Doering in whom TICOH: was interested. In-

. quiries about Corps Group .Bork produced little more. -Several of the -
camp authorities knew that\it had been discharged with ‘the First Army
(Germnn) nearby, but such dischargo centres had become non-existent -
and the records transferred through the Bad Aibling Transit Ca:p to a

: Naohine Recoxds -Unit. X
' As a last resort the German Generals' qparters were v151ted but
no helpful 1nfornation OOJld be obtained there. " st .k

After. seeing Lieutenant Talbot—Ponsonby off at Munnh, Lleutenant
Fehl investigated the files of iiachine Records Unit No. 39, which

‘handled the records of P/Ws from the Third Army Area. . .The records’

. had not yet been brought up to dnte and none of the cards there gave
‘any - helpful information. It is possible that the cards had been’ sent
on to the Kreise into which the P/Ws were discharged, but” there was
no master record Wthh told of ‘which Kreis to look for. ‘



A-VISITTO‘UNKEN

_ On August 22nd Lleutenant Fehl went to Unken, Austrla, tO con-
 tact Dr. Lenz, formerly of the General der Nachrichten Aufklaerung, who
was supposed to be working for the Military Govermment there. ' A talk

with the Burgomeister revealéd that Dr. Lenz had left for Ahrundorf
‘ _Schlesw1g-Holste1n, on the 1Ath of July. : : :

The Burgomelster then refcrred Lleutenant Fehl to‘Obgefr. Hansa,
who succeeded Lenz as- interpreter with a unit of the 101st Airborne
Division. Hansa was found ai-the headquarters of the 42nd Ren. Troop
of the 42nd Division which had replaced the 101st Airborne a short .

. time before. Hansa said that Lenz had left about the 14th of July _
for' his home in Hamburg. - Hansa had known Lenz well, since both had ™ - , ¢
worked together in a unit of the Gen.d. N.A , Lenz as a translator of o T

French, and Hansa as a translator of Engl*sh at Unken. His description
of Lenz, rank, physical chnractcristlcs, and organisation, was pretty -
: close to that of. Uffz. Lenz, 93/%1, of the original Black List. ~ It ie!

interesting to note, however, that. in- -other references to both Hansa -

- and Lenz, they were listed under the "mathemntlos“ section of the Gen.d.

N/A. (See a Joint Recce and Interrogatlon of .Dr. Lenz, made by Lieutenant

Colonel Thompson, Major C. T Coffoy, and 1st Lleutenant Berwlnd, hth
July 19#5) g
. Hansa had never heard of Dr. Leerscher, who was also supposed to v

be with the Gen.d.N.A. and living somewhere in the Unken area. Six

days later Lieutenant Fehl rcturned to. Unken to ;ive Hansa a more

thorough interrogation. . This is publlshed in the TICOM I-Series, as
TIOOM/I 122, :

THE FREISING Al .GAGE 4

)

: When Team 5 was at the 3rd Army Intelllgenoe Center at Frelslng, they
- were informed of Ludwig Wang, ‘formerly .employed by OKW/Chl, who was being
"held there in the P/M cage. . Wang, however, did not prove to be valuable.
In 1942 he had worked in OKW/Chi‘at.Tirpitzufér 84, under Herr Krause and -
- ‘Oberst Kaehlor, and was responsible for tranalating English brosdeasts sV e
~ into German. = He had nothing to do with Gecodes - only. monitoring. It '
- was agreed that since he had been away from the organisation since 1942

and had nothing to do with oryptobraphy in the first place, he. should be
released : .

On Monday, 20th August, Llcutenant Fehl accompanied Lleutenant

Silber to Freising to help check a Herr Seegers, 'fonhe:® employee of the
Forelgn Office under Gesandter Selchow, He had had scme experience as. L~
‘an encoder and deocoder: of German _messages going to and from the Foreign ‘
Office. ' He described several simple c. ypiographic sretems used and (
laid puch stress on their ore-time pan thich he 3aid wes ebsnlutely -~ ‘
unbreakable. He hud done rothing on the ciyptanalytic sice. He spoke !
- English fluently and said he wzs particularly interested 1n .gaining a
position where he could help convert his countrymen into & democratic
. .and peace-loving people. . He did not seem well-informed for TICOK pur-

'poses and it was agreed that he should be released to & job where he
" could readily be obtained if wanted.  Like Wang, his whereabouts is (
: being obtained from Frelsing ~ : : ‘

\

: Hauptm Boedlnghelmer, however, looked extremely 1nteresting It
"~ was agreed that he should be token where he could be fully 1ntenrogated
by experts. He was later transferred to Oberursel





