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1
TRANSMITTER DETECTING APPARATUS

This invention relates to an apparatus for detecting
and indicating the presence of an eavesdropping device.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In the espionage field, it is common practice to em-
ploy eavesdropping devices which are capable of re-
sponding to sound waves within a room, modulating a
carrier with the sound waves, and transmitting a modu-
lated RF signal which can be received at a location
spaced from the room and monitored. Such eavesdrop-
ping devices are commonly quite small so that they can
be easily concealed in a room and, generally, produce a
relatively weak transmitted electromagnetic energy
signal, the power level and, therefore, the range of
transmission being determined by the proximity of the
monitoring receiver. The power level of the transmitted
signal can be as low as, for exampled, 500 microwatts.
In addition, such transmitters are normally battery pow-
ered and can be remotely activated so that they remain
dormant most of the time and are activated only when
an operator at the monitoring location wishes to listen
to events occurring within the room containing the
device.

Except for the possibility of a physical search, it is
difficult to determine the presence of such an eaves-
dropping device. While a physical search can be con-
ducted, such a search is difficult and time consuming
and may not reveal a transmitter which has been embed-
ded in a wall or in some piece of furniture or appliance
within the room and which has been permitted to re-
main dormant for an extended interval. Thus, it is desir-
able to be able to periodically or continuously investi-
gate a room to determine the presence of operating
eavesdropping devices without the necessity of con-
ducting a physical search of the location upon each such
occasion.

One phenomenon which can be employed, and which
has been recognized as being usable for this purpose, is
the regeneration phenomenon. It is well known that if
the signal transmitted by the eavesdroppong device is
received and demodulated and if the demodulated sig-
nal is then propagated in the form of acoustic energy
within the room, the eavesdropping device will receive
that acoustic energy, along with other sound in the
room, and retransmit a signal modulated therewith,
forming a regenerative feedback loop which results in a
characteristic tone, most often a squeal, which reveals
the presence of the device whereupon it can be located
and removed. An example of a system of this type is
shown in U.S. Pat. No. 3,473,127, Williams et al.

However, there are certain difficulties inherent in the
use of this approach. One such difficulty is that the
frequency of the carrier used by the eavesdropping
transmitter is unknown. While, as a practical matter, the
general range of frequencies over a rather broad spec-
trum can be determined, it is necessary to use a rather
broad-band detector and broad-band amplifiers, or else
to use the technique of sweeping through a wide spec-
trum of frequencies, hoping that the frequency used by
the eavesdropping device will be encountered for a
sufficiently long time to establish the regenerative feed-
back loop. The “spectrum sweeping” approach has
been found to have substantial shortcomings in view of
the very low power of the eavesdropping transmitter
and the need to tune the sweeping device to the trans-
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mitter frequency for some finite interval in order to
establish the loop. The broad-band detector and ampli-
fier approach is, therefore, somewhat more desirable,
but has a further disadvantage. This disadvantage has to
do with the existence of radio or other noise signals
from various sources, which interfering signals may be
of a much greater power level than the signal produced
by the eavesdropping transmitter. Indeed, the signal
from a relatively close broadcast transmitter can exceed
the eavesdropping transmitter power by many multi-
ples. Thus, any broad-band detector and amplifier hav-
ing sufficient gain to reproduce the eavesdropping
transmitter’s signal will saturate and become useless in
the presence of such interfering signals, rendering the
system inoperative.

It will further be recognized that the system must
operate quickly so that an operator at the monitoring
station will not become aware of efforts to detect the
eavesdropping transmitter, giving him an opportunity
to deactivate it.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to
provide an apparatus for detecting an eavesdropping
device which is not subject to saturation in the presence
of interfering signals.

A further object is to provide an eavesdropping trans-
mitter detecting device capable of operating repeti-
tively or continuously and of immediately indicating the
presence of an eavesdropping transmitter.

A further object is to provide an eavesdropping trans-
mitter detecting apparatus having a limiting amplifier
capable of rejecting interfering signals while amplifying
signals of a desired type.

Briefly described, the apparatus includes antenna
means for receiving electromagnetic signals, broad-
band detector means for demodulating signals received
by the antenna means, amplifier circuit means for ampli-
fying only selected portions of the signals demodulated
by the detector means, and transducer means for con-
verting the selected portions to acoustic signals and for
propagating the acoustic signals for reception by the
eavesdropping device to establish a regenerative loop,
the presence of the device being manifested by a per-
ceptible tone from the transducer means. The amplifier
circuit means includes means for establishing a refer-
ence level for the demodulated signal at a predeter-
mined voltage difference from one peak of the signal,
means for amplifying the portion of the signal not be-
tween the reference level and the peak, a differential
amplifier, first circuit means for coupling the amplified
portion of the signal to one input of the differential
amplifier, and second circuit means for coupling the
demodulated signal to the other input of the differential
amplifier, whereby the differential amplifier amplifies
that portion of the signal between the reference level
and the peak, which portion includes the signal from the
eavesdropping transmitter.

In order that the manner in which the foregoing and
other objects are attained in accordance with the inven-
tion can be understood in detail, particularly advanta-
geous embodiments thereof will be described with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings, which form a
part of this specification, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram, in block form, of an
eavesdropping device and an apparatus according to
the invention for establishing a regenerative loop with
the device;
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FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram, partly in block form,
of a limiting amplifier according to the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram, in block form, of a
system according to the invention incorporating multi-
ple limiting amplifier stages; and

FIG. 4 is a waveform diagram illustrating signals
appearing in certain portions of the apparatus of FIG. 2.

As indicated in FIG. 1, the eavesdropping device
itself includes a microphone 10 for receiving acoustic
energy 11 within a space being surveyed by the eaves-
dropping device, and a modulator-transmitter 12 for
modulating a carrier signal with signals representative
of the acoustic energy received by microphone 10 The
modulated signal is then transmitted by an antenna 13,
the intention being to receive the electromagnetic radia-
tion therefrom at a monitoring location geographically
separated from the eavesdropping device. The moduia-
tor-transmitter 12, the microphone 10, and the antenna
13 can take many forms, as can the nature of the trans-
mission itself. The specific frequency of the carrier to be
used therein is substantially unpredictable and must be
regarded as an unknown, but these characteristics are of
no particular consequence insofar as the apparatus of
the present invention is concerned. They are accepted
as limiting criteria of the system design and are dealt
with accordingly.

In the detection apparatus, the electromagnetic en-
ergy indicated generally at 14, radiated by antenna 13 is
received by an antenna 15 and coupled to a broad-band
detector 16 which can be a simple diode detector of
conventional type. The demodulated signal from detec-
tor 16 is provided to the input of at least one limiting
amplifier stage 17 wherein a selected portion of the
demodulated signal is amplified and provided to a con-
ventional audio amplifier 18 which amplifies the audio
frequency signals and drives a conventional loud-
speaker 19. The acoustic energy 11 produced thereby is
received by microphone 10, completing the loop.

As previously indicated, the electromagnetic energy
received by antenna 15 can include, in addition to the
signals radiated by antenna 13, other signals at various
frequencies produced by electrical equipment, broad-
cast or other transmitting stations or the like. Such
signals can be, and frequently are, of greater power than
the signal produced by the eavesdropping transmitter.
~ The demodulated signal emanating from detector 16 is
therefore likely to be a composite signal of various
frequencies which are within the operative range of the
detector and amplifier but are otherwise unpredictable.
Because of the relatively small power of the eavesdrop-
ping transmitter signal, that signal must be amplified
significantly in order to produce sufficient acoustic
energy to establish feedback regeneration. If the signal
is simply amplified in its composite form, without any
other processing, the stages of amplification would
quickly saturate, rendering the apparatus useless. The
manner in which this problem is overcome will be de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 2.

As shown in FIG. 2, the composite signal received by
antenna 15 is amplified by an RF amplifier 20 of con-
ventional nature, this amplifier being included to boost
the signal levels by about 12 db, for exampie, to assure
that very low signals are of sufficiently large magnitude
to be effectively detected by the detector stage. The
signal is then detected by detector 16 which can in-
clude, as shown in FIG. 2, a diode 21. The output from
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4
detector 16 is provided to the input terminal 22 of limit-
ing amplifier 17.

The demodulated signal is coupled through a capaci-
tor 23 to a voltage divider and bias circuit including a
potentiometer 24, having a resistive element and a mov-
able wiper, the resisitive element being connected in
series with a fixed resistor 25 and circuit ground. A bias
resistor 26 is connected between a positive dc voltage
supply V + and the junction between the potentiometer
24 and fixed resistor 25. The movable wiper of potenti-
ometer 24 is connected to the non-inverting input of a
differential amplifier 27.

The demodulated signal is also coupled through a
capacitor 30 to the cathode of a conventional silicon
diode 31, the anode of which is connected to circuit
ground. Silicon diode 31 exhibits a voltage drop of
approximately 0.6 volts and functions, in conjunction
with the other circuit elements, to establish a circuit
ground reference level about 0.6 volts from the negative
peak of the signal. Fixed resistors 32 and 33 are con-
nected in series circuit relationship with each other and
in parallel circuit relationship with diode 31. The junc-
tion between resistors 32 and 33 is connected to the
non-inverting input of a conventional operational am-
plifier 34. The output of amplifier 34 is connected in a
well-known manner to its its inverting or reference
input, producing a unity gain, non-inverting operational
amplifier. The output of amplifier 34 is also coupled
through a two-position switch 37, the function of which
wil be described hereinafter, a capacitor 35 and a series
fixed resistor 36 to the inverting input of differential
amplifier 27. A fixed resistor 38 is connected between
the output of amplifier 27 and its inverting input. The
output of amplifier 27 is connected to audio amplifier 18
which drives loudspeaker 19.

The operation of the circuit of FIG. 2 can be more
easily understood by referring to FIG. 4 which shows
simplified waveform diagrams of signals appearing at
various points in the circuit. FIG. 4(a) shows the signal
as it might appear at input terminal 22. FIG. 4(b) illus-
trates the signal referenced to 0.6 volts below ground
level by diode 31. If resistors 32 and 33 are chosen to be
equal in value to each other, this divider decreases the
voltage amplitude by a factor of 2, providing the result-
ing signal to amplifier 34. Amplifier 34 reproduces the
signal appearing at its input, except for that portion
below ground, thereby producing an output which
resembles FIG. 4(c), that being the signal reproduced
except for that portion lying between the reference
level and the adjacent peak of the signal.

Meanwhile, the signal coupled through capacitor 23
and divided by the dividing and bias circuit including
resistances 24, 25, and 26 is essentially the signal shown
in FIG. 4(a), also reduced in amplitude by the dividing
action, supplied to the other input of differential ampli-
fier 27. The resulting signal amplified by differential
amplifier 27 is then shown in FIG. 4(d).

It will be observed that various gain relationships can
be employed in the circuits and, therefore, no effort has
been made to illustrate relative amplitudes between
these signals. However, it will be observed that the
signal appearing at output terminal 39 of amplifier 17
represents only that peak portion of the signal which
represents the difference between the two signals sup-
plied to amplifier 27 and contains sufficient information
derived from the signal received from antenna 13 to
produce an acoustic signal to establish a regenerative
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feedback network without permitting amplifier satura-
tion. : :

As an example, assume that the composite signal
provided at terminal 22 can be a maximum of 10 volts
(for a system in which V4 is 12 volts) and that the
resistive values of resistors 32 and 33 are equal. The
output appearing at terminal 39, which produces the
difference between the complete signal provided to its
non-inverting input and the complete signal absent the
0.3 volt peak portion at its inverting input, will not
exceed 0.3 volts if resistors 36 and 38 are also chosen to
be equal to each other. If it is understood that the de-
sired signal is “riding” on the larger signal, the result
constitutes an overall reduction of the weak signal of
about 2:1 because of the reduction by division in resis-
tors 32 and 33, but the reduction of the stronger interfer-
ing signal can be as great as 33:1, i.e., 10 volts divided by
0.3 volts. Resistors 36 and 38 can, of course, be chosen
to provide further amplification in that stage, if desired.

It will be recognized that this system does not involve
any effort to faithfully reproduce all of the information
contained in the signal produced by modulator trans-
mitter 12 and antenna 13. Such “high fidelity” is not
only not necessary, it is of no consequence whatsoever.
It is only necessary to reproduce a single form of signal
which can be regenerated through the loop. Because of
the broad-band nature of the detector, such response is
substantially instantaneous, providing the desirable ad-
vantage of quickly establishing the regenerative feed-
back loop before the eavesdropping transmitter can be
deactivated.

A multi-stage system to more effectively accomplish
the signal selection function is shown in FIG. 3. In that
figure, the antenna, RF amplifier, detector, audio or
power amplifier, and loudspeaker are the same as those
indicated in FIGS. 1 and 2, and are identified by the
same reference numerals. The demodulated signal from
detector 16 can be amplified by a factor of 60 for a 36 db
gain in a broad-band amplifier 40, the resulting signal
being supplied to a first limiting amplifier stage 41. In
this stage, the ratio of resistors 36 and 38 can be chosen
to result in a 20 db gain, the resulting limited signal
being subjected to further limiting in a second limiting
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amplifier stage 42. This stage again provides 20 db of 45

gain, the amplified and limited signal being coupled to a
third limiting amplifier stage 43 in which the signal can
be reduced to be sure that the power amplification stage
does not overdrive. A suitable power amplifier can
provide 26 db of power gain to drive the speaker.

It will be apparent that this degree of limiting-amplifi-
cation may not be necessary under certain circum-
stances. Accordingly, the limiting function can be re-
moved when it is not needed. Referring again to FIG. 2,”
switch 37 allows the selection of either the output of
amplifier 34 or circuit ground as the input to the invert-
ing input of amplifier 27. When the switch connects to
the output of amplifier 34, the system performs as a
limiter-amplifier, as previously described. When the
switch connects to circuit ground, amplifier 27 operates
as a normal operational amplifier, without limiting, and
amplifies the total signal presented at its non-inverting
input. The system can be provided with indicators to
inform the operator when subsequent stages are in or
are approaching saturation, and switch 37 can be
switched to the limiting mode to prevent saturation.

Because of the multiplying effect of the limiting ac-
tion of these stages, regeneration can be produced in
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situations where the ratio of the power of the adverse
signal to the desired signal is several thousand to one.

While certain advantageous embodiments have been
chosen to illustrate the invention, it will be understood
by those skilled in the art that various changes and
modifications can be made therein without departing
from the scope of the invention as defined in the ap-
pended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for determining the presence of an
eavesdropping device by establishing a regenerative
feedback loop with the device, the device being of a
type having a transducer responsive to acoustic signals,
means for modulating a carrier signal with the trans-
duced acoustic signals, and means for transmitting the
modulated signals in the form of low power electromag-
netic signals, the apparatus being usable in an environ-
ment subject to other electromagnetic signals of greater
power, and comprising

antenna means for receiving electromagnetic signals;

broad-band detector means for demodulating signals

received by said antenna means;

circuit means including amplifier circuit means for

selecting and amplifying only peak portions of the
transduced acoustic signals demodulated by said
detector means; and

transducer means for converting said peak portions,

after amplification, into acoustic signals and for
propagating said acoustic signals for reception by
the eavesdropping device to establish a regenera-
tive loop, the presence of said device being mani-
fested by a perceptible tone from said transducer
means.

2. An apparatus according to claim 1 wherein

said amplifier circuit means includes

means for establishing a reference level for said de-

modulated signal at a predetermined voltage differ-
ence from one peak of said signal;

means for amplifying said demodulated signal except

that portion between said reference level and said
peak;

a differential amplifier;

first circuit means for coupling the amplified portion

of said demodulated signal to one input of said
differential amplifier; and second circuit means for
coupling the full demodulated signal to the other
input of said differential amplifier, whereby said
differential amplifier amplifies the portion of said
demodulated signal between said reference level
and said peak.

3. An apparatus according to claim 2 wherein

said means for establishing a reference level includes

a series capacitor;

a diode having a predetermined voltage drop con-

nected between said capacitor and ground; and
voltage divider circuit means connected in parallel
circuit relationship with said diode.

4. An apparatus according to claim 3 wherein

said means for amplifying comprises an operational

amplifier having an input terminal connected to
intermediate point on said divider circuit means.

S. An apparatus according to claim 1 wherein

said amplifier circuit means includes a plurality of

limiteramplifier stages connected in cascade, each
of said stages comprising

means for establishing a reference level for said de-

modulated signal at a predetermined voltage differ-
ence from one peak of said signal;
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means for amplifying said demodulated signal except amplifier, whereby said differential amplifier am-
that portion between said reference level and said plifies the portion of said signal between said refer-
peak; ence level and said peak.
a differential amplifier; 6. An apparatus according to claim 5 and further
first circuit means for coupling the amplified portion 5 comprising
of said demodulated signal to one input of said bypass switch means connected in parallel circuit
differential amplifier; and relationship with at least one of said stages for
second circuit means for coupling the full demodu- selectively shunting said stage.
lated signal to the other input of said differential L
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